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Professor Richard Lilford PhD, FRCOG, FRCP, FFPH

Professor Lilford has over ten years experience as Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and

.over five years as Regional Director of R&D (RDRD) in the UK. Currently he is Head of School of

Health & Population Sciences, Professor of Clinical Epidemiology in the University of Birmingham
and Director of the Birmingham Clinical Research Academy.

Professor Lilford has been a trialist for many years

and has instigated or contributed design of a large
number of randomised studies. in particular, he has
designed and led studies covering a very wide range of
topics; covering psychological interventions, the clinical
effects of information technology, different methods

of organising services, diagnostic tests, medicines,
surgical procedures and treatment policies.

He is also heavily involved in cost effectiveness and
decision analytic modelling, having published on this
subject over many years. As a user of model results,
he is a past member of the NICE Appraisal Committee
and the NICE R&D Committee. Professor Lilford has

a track record in research methods, having published
on the use of Bayesian methods for many years and on
research ethics, particularly the ethics of clinical trials.

He is conversant with quantitative methods and has published on qualitative research, management
research, and studies that integrate qualitative and quantitative resulis. He has published on the
uptake of research findings into practice and on quality management in the NHS. Professor Lilford
also has experience across the research commissioner/practitioner divide; directing the NHS
Research Methods Programme, and also the Patient Safety Research Programme.

Thus, as an investigator, Professor Lilford is, perhaps almost uniquely, credible across an eclectic
range of research methods and applications. indeed, his research interests have not been confined
to evaluative and clinical research, having also conducted laboratory research. Most importantly,

_Professor Lilford has a great love of clinical research, and this permeates all of his work.
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This guide is for anyone who is involved in evaluating medical
devices, and particularly those in the industry who must decide
how best to furnish the evidence.

‘Integrating the processes of building a base of evidence with
business decision-making is not easy.

So this guide has been written to set out both the broad context
of invention and development and the more specific elements
around strategies for trials.

It covers well-worn pathways that have been proven with time,
‘and some of the latest thinking around Tracker Trials.
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